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(54) PRINTER AND PRINT CONTROLLER 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a printer in which a platen 
gap can be adjusted for a new print medium without updating the 
firmware of the printer and the platen gap can be adjusted 
automatically while taking account of factors other than the 
thickness of the print medium. 

SOLUTION: Upon receiving a write command from an application 
110, a printer driver 120 calculates a print duty Duty at a print 
duty Duty calculating section based on raster data. A user 
interface section 126 sets a reference platen gap control amount 
depending on the kind of a sheet. A print command generating 
section 1 25 sets a control amount based on the reference platen 
gap control amount and the print Duty. A platen gap adjusting 
command having the control amount as a parameter is then 
delivered to a printer 20. The printer 20 adjusts the platen gap 
based on the control amount and the peripheral environment e.g. 
humidity. 
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